Introduction
============

Molecular chaperones ([@evw102-B8]), also called heat-shock proteins (HSPs), are essential in all living cells as they assist protein folding, prevent protein misfolding and aggregation, and play a crucial role in survival under stress conditions ([@evw102-B15]). Chaperones typically operate by covering the hydrophobic regions in non-native polypeptides to avoid aggregation ([@evw102-B13]) and to stabilize them energetically (Netzer and Hartl 1997). Certain types of chaperones assist the folding of their client proteins as early as these interactors are emerging from the ribosome cavity (e.g., DnaK) while others operate down the line of the protein folding pathway (e.g., GroEL/GroES) ([@evw102-B13]). Studies of chaperone function at the organismal level revealed that their key role in canalizing the genetic information encoded in genes into functional proteins is of a significant evolutionary importance. The long-term effects of chaperones were studied mainly in the GroEL/GroES chaperonine system. The GroEL forms a barrel shaped complex with the co-chaperone GroES providing the lid ([@evw102-B39]) that assists protein folding by isolating the substrate polypeptide from the cytoplasmic environment in a cage-like compartment ([@evw102-B15]). GroEL constitutes a major hub in the *Escherichia coli* protein--protein interaction network ([@evw102-B1]).

The evolutionary importance of GroEL/GroES was highlighted in experimental evolution studies where it was shown to compensate for fitness reduction following high mutational loads in *E. coli* ([@evw102-B9]; [@evw102-B30]). Interestingly, *Salmonella typhimurium* lines that evolve under high mutational loads adapt an increased expression level of the GroEL/GroES and DnaK chaperones, which was suggested to contribute to antagonistic epistasis ([@evw102-B23]). In eukaryotes, Hsp90 has been shown to contribute to phenotypic stability in *Drosophila melanogaster* ([@evw102-B28]) and *Arabidopsis thaliana* ([@evw102-B25]). This led to the suggestion that chaperones are capacitors of phenotypic variation that serve as fitness modulators in a changing environment by allowing for a wide spectrum of genetic variants to be maintained within the population ([@evw102-B25]; [@evw102-B29]).

The function of chaperones in relaxing the intensity of selection against slightly deleterious mutations has been observed also at the molecular level. Directed enzyme evolution *in vitro* revealed that proteins interacting with the GroEL/GroES chaperonine are less prone to the effects of destabilizing mutations ([@evw102-B36]). Interaction with the chaperonine leads to a doubled accumulation of mutations and can increase the rate of new function acquisition ([@evw102-B36]) Phylogenetic studies showed that the capability of GroEL/GroES to increase the evolutionary rate of their client proteins has consequences for long-term protein evolution and is imprinted in genomes. A comparative analysis of bacterial genomes revealed a significant correlation between protein dependency upon GroEL/GroES for folding and substrate evolutionary rate. Thus, obligatory interaction with GroEL/GroES accelerates the evolution of its client proteins ([@evw102-B3]; [@evw102-B37]). Similarly, a phylogenetic study of kinase evolution in mammals showed a significant positive correlation between the protein evolutionary rate and binding affinity to Hsp90 ([@evw102-B20]). This indicates that interaction with the Hsp90 chaperone can lead to accelerated evolutionary rate as well. Furthermore, an analysis of the substrate--chaperone interaction network in *Saccharomyces cerevisiae* revealed significant differences in evolutionary rates between distinct groups of proteins interacting with different chaperone combinations ([@evw102-B5]). Thus, proteins that interact with similar chaperones share the functional constraints that are inherent to chaperone-mediated folding as well as similar relaxation of selection intensity against the accumulation of slightly deleterious mutation during evolution.

A recent survey of proteins that interact with the DnaK chaperone in *E. coli* ([@evw102-B6]) enables to investigate whether interaction with that chaperone entails a relaxation of selection on the primary structure of its client proteins. The *E. coli* DnaK is the most studied Hsp70 chaperone and is a major hub in the *E. coli* chaperone network ([@evw102-B1]; [@evw102-B6]). DnaK functions with the assistance of two co-chaperones: DnaJ that determines the DnaK substrate specificity and GrpE that catalyzes ATP re-binding and releases the interacting protein ([@evw102-B14]). DnaK substrate specificity is determined by a hydrophobic core of four to five residues enriched with Leucine and flanking regions enriched with basic residues ([@evw102-B27]). Furthermore, DnaK clients are characterized by slow folding dynamics ([@evw102-B31]). The DnaK interactome in *E. coli* was estimated by applying a pull-down assay followed by liquid chromatography mass spectrometry (LC-MS) ([@evw102-B6]), and identified 674 DnaK interactors. The level of protein dependency upon DnaK for folding was estimated by the frequency in which the interaction between each protein and DnaK was observed, relative to the protein abundance in the cytosol. Based on this relative binding frequency, the DnaK interactome was divided into three dependency classes comprising proteins whose interaction with DnaK was either rarely, occasionally, or frequently observed. The three classes of protein dependency on DnaK for folding were verified by the propensity of their member proteins to form aggregates in a Δ*dnaK E. coli* strain ([@evw102-B6]). Here, we test for DnaK-mediated accelerated protein evolution by comparing the evolutionary rates of proteins in the three DnaK-dependency classes. In addition, we test for an additive effect of DnaK and GroEL/GroES on the evolutionary rate of common substrates.

Methods
=======

Data
----

Here, we used the *E. coli* K12 MG1655 strain (NC_000931) as a reference genome. Data of protein relative binding frequency with DnaK were obtained from [@evw102-B6]. Data of GroEL dependency classes were obtained from [@evw102-B18]. Protein accession numbers in both datasets were matched with the *E. coli* K12 MG1655 accessions according to gene annotations using Uniprot ([@evw102-B2]). Genes in the *E. coli* K12 MG1655 genome were classified into DnaK-dependency classes using the thresholds of relative DnaK-binding frequency as previously described ([@evw102-B6]). *Class I*~DnaK~ includes 136 substrates showing the lowest DnaK-dependency. *Class II*~DnaK~ includes 329 substrates of medium DnaK-dependency and *Class III*~DnaK~ includes 199 substrates showing the highest dependency upon the DnaK for folding. A total of 3,476 *E. coli* genes remain unclassified with regards to their interaction with DnaK. Genes that were found to interact with GroEL were divided into three GroEL-dependency classes as previously described ([@evw102-B18]) and matched to the reference genome. *Class I*~GroEL~ includes 37 casual interactors whose folding *in vitro* can be independent of GroEL. C*lass II*~GroEL~ comprises 123 proteins that depend on GroEL-mediated folding in a temperature-dependent manner and C*lass III*~GroEL~ includes 83 obligatory GroEL clients. The remaining 3,897 *E. coli* genes are unclassified with regard to their interaction with GroEL.

A total of 1,150 complete proteobacterial genomes were downloaded from the NCBI RefSeq database ([@evw102-B35]) (version of August 2014). Protein expression levels for *E. coli* K12 MG1566 proteome were obtained from [@evw102-B21]. Protein expression data are available only for a subset of chaperone interactors and is listed here according to class: *I*~DnaK~*:*32, *II*~DnaK~:114, *III*~DnaK~:102, *I*~GroEL~:28, *II*~GroEL~:31, *III*~GroEL~:18.

Comparative Evolutionary Analysis
---------------------------------

Orthologs to the primary *E. coli* proteome were identified using a reciprocal best BLAST hit procedure (BLAST version 2.2.29+) ([@evw102-B34]; [@evw102-B38]) using an *e*-value threshold of 1 × 10^−10^. This yielded 1,809,891 orthologous pairs, including 458,645 orthologs to *E. coli* DnaK interactors and 168,586 orthologs to *E. coli* GroEL interactors. The comparative analyses we perform are "star" analyses---one species (*E. coli*) against all other proteobacterial species. This minimal formulation circumvents the biases that are frequently encountered in the alignment and phylogenetic reconstruction of protein families including hundreds of sequences. Pairwise alignments of *E. coli* proteins with their orthologs were generated using MAFFT (version 7) ([@evw102-B17]). Protein alignments were reverse-translated into nucleotide alignments using PAL2NAL ([@evw102-B33]). Rates of nonsynonymous nucleotide substitutions were calculated using CODEML ([@evw102-B40]). Amino acid replacement rates were calculated using PROTDIST from the PHYLIP package (version 3.695) ([@evw102-B10]), with the JTT substitution matrix ([@evw102-B16]). Codon adaptation index (CAI) ([@evw102-B32]) for each gene was calculated using the EMBOSS package ([@evw102-B26]), the codon usage table was constructed using 27 highly expressed housekeeping genes ([@evw102-B32]) from *E. coli* K12 MG1566.

Protein Properties
------------------

The following protein properties were calculated using in-house PERL scripts: GC content, amino acid usage, molecular weight, protein length, the grand average of hydropathy score ([@evw102-B19]), and the proportions of: hydrophobic amino acids, positively charged amino acids, negatively charged amino acids, polar amino acids, large amino acids, and rare amino acids. The hypothetical isoelectric point (PI) was inferred using the ExPASy server ([@evw102-B12]). The composition of protein secondary structure (coiled coils, alpha helices, and beta sheets) was determined using PSIPRED software ([@evw102-B24]). All statistical tests were performed using MatLab statistical toolbox.

Results
=======

DnaK-Dependent Evolutionary Rates
---------------------------------

Here, we test for the footprints of protein interaction with DnaK across 1,149 completely sequenced genomes of Proteobacteria, considered in four taxonomic distances from *E. coli*: genus, order, class, and phylum. Comparing the evolutionary rates of proteins in the three DnaK-dependency classes revealed significant differences in their number of nonsynonymous substitutions per site as well as the number of amino acid replacements per site in all four taxonomic depths ([table 1](#evw102-T1){ref-type="table"}). For a given genome comparison, the three class-specific mean rates were plotted against the mean rate of all comparisons (i.e., genes) between the pair of genomes; this compensates for genome- and lineage-specific differences in substitution rate and nucleotide bias ([fig. 1](#evw102-F1){ref-type="fig"}). Further *post hoc* comparisons of the mean evolutionary rate among the three classes revealed that in most comparisons *Class III*~DnaK~ shows the highest evolutionary rate, followed by *Class II*~DnaK~ and *Class I*~DnaK~ proteins for which the slowest rates were observed (i.e., *Class III*~DnaK~ \>*Class II*~DnaK~ \>*Class I*~DnaK~). The comparison at the genus level is an exception as the evolutionary rate of substrates in classes *I*~DnaK~ and *II*~DnaK~ is not significantly different (*α* = 0.05, using Tukey's *post hoc* test), probably due to the low sequence divergence among *Escherichia* strains. These results uncover a clear and significant correlation between protein dependency upon DnaK for folding and the protein's evolutionary rate. F[ig]{.smallcaps}. 1.---Nonsynonymous substitution rates and amino acid replacement rates of DnaK-dependency classes in proteobacteria. Each data point represents the mean of distances of all class members in one genome from their orthologs in *E. coli* K12. Comparisons are shown in four taxonomic depths: genus (*Escherichia*), order (Enterobacteriales), class (Gammaproteobacteria), and phylum (Proteobacteria). The taxonomic depth samples are mutually exclusive. Table 1Comparison of Evolutionary Rates Among DnaK-Dependency ClassesTaxonomic depth**Homogeneity of medians (*P* value)**[^a^](#evw102-TF1){ref-type="table-fn"}**Class order**[^b^](#evw102-TF2){ref-type="table-fn"}*dN*Genus: *Escherichia*\<2.2 × 10^−16^III \> II = IOrder: Enterobacteriales\<2.2 × 10^−16^III \> II \> IClass: Gammaproteobacteria\<2.2 × 10^−16^III \> II \> IPhylum: Proteobacteria\<2.2 × 10^−16^III \> II \> IProtein distanceGenus: *Escherichia*\<2.2 × 10^−16^III \> II = IOrder: Enterobacteriales\<2.2 × 10^−16^III \> II \> IClass: Gammaproteobacteria\<2.2 × 10^−16^III \> II \> IPhylum: Proteobacteria\<2.2 × 10^−16^III \> II \> I[^2][^3]

To quantify the effect of DnaK-mediated folding on the evolution of its client proteins we examined the relative evolutionary rates of interactors in the three classes. The ratio of *Class III*~DnaK~ and *Class I*~DnaK~ calculated from the *dN* and protein distance at the genus depth reveals that proteins in the highest dependency class evolve, on average, 4-fold faster than proteins in the lowest dependency class ([table 2](#evw102-T2){ref-type="table"}). The ratio of *Class II*~DnaK~ and *Class I*~DnaK~ rates shows that *Class II*~DnaK~ proteins evolve, on average, 2-fold faster than *Class I*~DnaK~ proteins. The comparison of evolutionary rates at the order depth shows that an average of 2-fold rate increase in *Class III*~DnaK~ proteins in comparison to *Class I*~DnaK~ proteins is still observed. Further comparisons of protein evolutionary rates among the classes at increasing taxonomic depth reveal smaller ratios than the ones observed at the genus and order levels ([table 2](#evw102-T2){ref-type="table"}). These results are explained by the increasing distance between the compared genomes in the class and phylum depths and the reference genome of *E. coli* as well as possible differences in the DnaK interactome among proteobacteria. Table 2Mean Ratio of Class Rates for DnaK (left) and GroEL (right) Dependency ClassesGenusOrderClassPhylumdNClass III/I4.3; 2.82.4; 1.51.4; 1.31.2; 1.2Class II/I2.4; 1.41.6; 1.31.3; 1.11.1; 1.1Protein distanceClass III/I3.9; 2.62.4; 1.51.5; 1.21.2; 1.1Class II/I2.2; 1.21.6; 1.31.3; 1.11.1; 1[^4]

DnaK-Dependency Classes Correlate with Protein Expression Level
---------------------------------------------------------------

Protein evolutionary rate and expression level are known to be negatively correlated ([@evw102-B42]). Indeed, the absolute protein expression levels measured in *E. coli* K12 MG1655 ([@evw102-B21]) are significantly different among the three DnaK-dependency classes (*P* = 3.77 × 10^−06^, using Kruskal--Wallis test). Furthermore, *post hoc* comparisons show that the mean expression level is negatively correlated with the DnaK-dependency so that proteins in *Class III*~DnaK~ have significantly lower levels of protein expression than *Class II*~DnaK~ members and those are significantly less expressed in comparison to *Class I*~DnaK~ proteins (i.e., *Class I*~DnaK~ \>*Class II*~DnaK~ \>*Class III*~DnaK~, *α* = 0.05, using Tukey's *post hoc* test; [fig. 2](#evw102-F2){ref-type="fig"}A). We further tested for a correlation between DnaK-dependency and CAI that is known to be positively correlated with protein expression ([@evw102-B32]; [@evw102-B7]). Our analysis reveals that the CAI is significantly different among the three DnaK-dependency classes, where the following order is observed: *Class I*~DnaK~ \>*Class II*~DnaK~ \>*Class III*~DnaK~ (*α* = 0.05, using Tukey's *post hoc* test; [fig. 2](#evw102-F2){ref-type="fig"}B). Thus, CAI is significantly negatively correlated with the dependency on DnaK for folding. F[ig]{.smallcaps}. 2.---Expression level and CAI of the DnaK-dependency classes in *E. coli*. Expression data are available for only 248 of the substrate proteins, necessitating the use of CAI as a proxy for expression. All classes are significantly different from each other for both expression level and CAI (*α* = 0.05, using Kruskal--Wallis and Tukey's *post hoc* tests).

Our analysis so far shows that differences in evolutionary rates, expression level, and CAI among the DnaK-dependency classes correspond the long-known correlations among these three measures. This raises the possibility that the observed positive correlation between DnaK-dependency and evolutionary rate stems from differing expression levels of the class members. To exclude that possibility, we tested whether the observed differences in evolutionary rates among the DnaK-dependency classes are still significant when adjusting for protein expression level or CAI. For the application of analysis of covariance (ANCOVA) we first tested the first assumption of that test, namely, that the response variable and covariate are linearly correlated ([@evw102-B41]). All ANCOVA combinations, except those where the linearity assumption could not be validated, resulted in a rejection of the null hypothesis ([table 3](#evw102-T3){ref-type="table"}). This means that after adjusting for differences in the response variable (*dN* or protein distance) caused by the covariate (protein expression level or CAI), there are still significant differences in the evolutionary rates among the three DnaK-dependency classes. Table 3Analysis of CovarianceResponse variableCovariateTaxonomic depth**Pooled regression**[^d^](#evw102-TF8){ref-type="table-fn"}**Homogeneity of slopes among classes**[^e^](#evw102-TF9){ref-type="table-fn"}**Homogeneity of intercepts among classes**[^f^](#evw102-TF10){ref-type="table-fn"}*dN*[^a^](#evw102-TF5){ref-type="table-fn"}Protein expression levelGenus0.349n.a.n.a.Order0.001[^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}0.153.5 × 10^−6^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}Class0.009[^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}0.61.01 × 10^−7^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}Phylum0.23n.a.n.a.Protein distance[^b^](#evw102-TF6){ref-type="table-fn"}Protein expression levelGenus0.23n.a.n.a.Order0.009[\*](#evw102-TF11){ref-type="table-fn"}0.6021.01 × 10^−7^[^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}Class0.049[\*](#evw102-TF11){ref-type="table-fn"}0.543.22 × 10^−6^[^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}Phylum1.29 × 10^−4^[^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}0.083.63 × 10^−7^[^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}*dN*[^a^](#evw102-TF5){ref-type="table-fn"}CAIGenus0.76n.a.n.a.Order9.73 × 10^−11^[^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}0.623.1 × 10^−30^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}Class1.14 × 10^−27^[^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}0.254.37 × 10^−16^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}Phylum3.26 × 10^−13^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}0.561.42 × 10^−15^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}Protein distance[^c^](#evw102-TF7){ref-type="table-fn"}CAIGenus0.37n.a.n.a.Order9.73 × 10^−11^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}0.633.1 × 10^−30^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}Class1.14 × 10^−27^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}0.264.37 × 10^−16^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}Phylum3.26 × 10^−19^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}0.561.42 × 10^−15^ [^\*\*^](#evw102-TF12){ref-type="table-fn"}[^5][^6][^7][^8][^9][^10][^11][^12][^13]

Additive Effect of DnaK and GroEL
---------------------------------

The observed correlations between DnaK-dependency and protein evolutionary rates correspond to earlier reports of GroEL-dependent accelerated evolutionary rates in prokaryotes ([@evw102-B3]). Because DnaK and GroEL have a different mode of action, folding assistance by these two chaperones might be compensating for different sets of slightly deleterious mutations in the protein sequence. We therefore probed the possibility of an additive effect of both DnaK and GroEL chaperones on the evolutionary rate of their common substrates. The GroEL interactome has been documented in *E. coli* by [@evw102-B18] to comprise 243 interactors. Those were classified into three classes of dependency including casual (*Class I*~GroEL~), temperature dependent (*Class II*~GroEL~), and obligatory (*Class III*~GroEL~) interactors. An intersection of the DnaK interactome in our dataset with the GroEL interactome yielded 116 proteins that interact with both chaperones.

To test for additive effect of both chaperones we define three combined dependency classes. Proteins that rarely bind with DnaK (*Class I*~DnaK~) and are obligatory for GroEL (*Classes II*~GroEL~ and *III*~GroEL~) are classified into *Class Gd*. This class accounts for 17 proteins that are assumed to depend on the GroEL folding assistance more than that of DnaK. A total of 15 proteins were found to casually bind to GroEL (*Class I*~GroEL~) and often bind to DnaK (*Classes II*~DnaK~ and *III*~DnaK~). Those are assumed to depend on the folding assistance of DnaK more than that of GroEL, termed *Class Dg*. Proteins that were found to interact frequently with DnaK and have an obligatory requirement for the interaction with GroEL are assumed to depend on both chaperones in order to gain a functional conformation. Those were classified into *Class DG* that includes 14 members. A comparison of the three combined dependency classes reveals that their member proteins are significantly different in the rate of nonsynonymous substitutions and amino acid replacements at all taxonomic depths ([fig. 3](#evw102-F3){ref-type="fig"}; [table 4](#evw102-T4){ref-type="table"}). Higher evolutionary rates are observed for proteins in class *DG* in comparison to the other two dependency classes. Furthermore, most comparisons reveal elevated evolutionary rates of *Dg* proteins in comparison to members of the *Gd* class. This indicates that proteins having high dependency upon both chaperones evolve significantly faster than proteins that depend only on DnaK or GroEL. Hence, the folding assistance supplied by DnaK and GroEL chaperones confers an additive effect on the long-term evolutionary rate of their common interactors. Furthermore, our results indicate that DnaK-mediated folding has a stronger impact on protein evolutionary rate in comparison to GroEL-mediated folding. F[ig]{.smallcaps}. 3.---Evolutionary rates of combined DnaK and GroEL dependency classes. Each data point represents the mean of distances of all class members in one genome from their orthologs in *E. coli* K12. Comparisons are shown in four taxonomic depths: genus (*Escherichia*), order (Enterobacteriales), class (Gammaproteobacteria), and phylum (Proteobacteria). The taxonomic depth samples are mutually exclusive. Table 4Comparison of Evolutionary Rates Among the Three Combined ClassesTaxonomic depth**Equality of medians (P value)**[^a^](#evw102-TF13){ref-type="table-fn"}**Class order**[^b^](#evw102-TF14){ref-type="table-fn"}dNGenus4.9 × 10^−8^Dg \> GdOrder\<2.2 × 10^−16^DG \> dG \> DgClass\<2.2 × 10^−16^DG \> Dg \> dGPhylum\<2.2 × 10^−16^DG \> Dg \> dGProtein distanceGenus1.2 × 10^−5^DG \> dG \> DgOrder\<2.2 × 10^−16^DG \> dGClass\<2.2 × 10^−16^DG \> Dg \> dGPhylum\<2.2 × 10^−16^DG \> Dg \> dG[^14][^15]

Physiochemical Properties of DnaK and GroEL Interactors
-------------------------------------------------------

Proteins classified into the DnaK-dependency classes are significantly different in numerous physiochemical properties including solubility, molecular weight, average hydropathy, and aggregation propensity ([@evw102-B6]). Similar properties were found to be significantly different among proteins in the GroEL-dependency classes ([@evw102-B3]; [@evw102-B11]). We examined the commonalities and differences between the DnaK and GroEL interactomes by means of the physicochemical, structural, and sequence properties that are characteristic of the dependency classes. A total of 39 properties were compared between the DnaK and GroEL dependency classes. To identify protein properties that are related to an increased dependency upon the chaperones for folding, we compared the property enrichment in *class III* versus *class I* for all properties in both chaperones. After correcting for multiple comparisons we find that similar properties are enriched in the highest or lowest dependency classes of both chaperones ([fig. 4](#evw102-F4){ref-type="fig"}; [supplementary table S1](http://gbe.oxfordjournals.org/lookup/suppl/doi:10.1093/gbe/evw102/-/DC1), [Supplementary Material](http://gbe.oxfordjournals.org/lookup/suppl/doi:10.1093/gbe/evw102/-/DC1) online). For example, the usage of large amino acids is enriched in the highest dependency classes of both chaperones. Considering specific amino acid composition of the proteins, we find that Leucine, Cysteine, Methionine, Serine, Tryptophan, Proline, Histidine, Glutamine, and Arginine are enriched in dependency class III of both DnaK and GroEL. In contrast, the usage of Valine, Alanine, Glutamate, Glycine, and Lysine is enriched in dependency class I of both chaperones. Hence, the increased dependency upon the chaperone for folding is characterized by similar trends of amino acid usage in interactors of both chaperones. F[ig]{.smallcaps}. 4.---Enrichment of physiochemical properties in chaperone dependency classes. Enrichment ratios are calculated as the mean value of *Class III* substrates divided by the mean value of *Class I* substrates. Ratios for DnaK are in red and for GroEL in blue. Kruskal--Wallis test significant *P* values are marked with \**P* \< 0.05 and \*\**P* \< 0.01.

Discussion
==========

Accumulating evidence suggests that molecular chaperones have a cumulative impact on the evolutionary rate of their client proteins ([@evw102-B4]). Here, we show that the dependency on DnaK for folding is positively correlated with protein evolutionary rate in multiple taxonomic depths. Notably, the evolutionary rate of proteins that were not found by [@evw102-B6] to bind with DnaK is significantly higher than those observed for the three dependency classes (*P* \< 2.2 × 10^−16^, using Friedman Mack--Skilling test) ([@evw102-B22]), (*α* = 0.05, using Tukey's *post hoc* test). A similar observation has been made for proteins that were not found by [@evw102-B18] to bind with GroEL ([@evw102-B37]). These findings can be explained by differences in the expression level of classified versus unclassified chaperone clients. A comparison of the two groups reveals that unclassified proteins have a significantly lower expression level in comparison to the classified proteins (*P* = 1.66 × 10^−10^, using Kruskal--Wallis test). This finding is not surprising, considering the known negative correlation between evolutionary rate and expression level. The enrichment of highly expressed proteins in the chaperone dependency classes is no doubt a result of the experimental approach that is used to survey chaperone interactomes. Pull-down experiments using a chaperone bait are highly dependent on the interactor abundance in the cytosol and are therefore biased toward highly expressed interactors.

Our analysis demonstrates that protein expression level is not the source of these correlations. The difference in evolutionary rate observed at the highest DnaK-dependency class reaches a maximum of 4-fold increase in comparison to the lowest DnaK-dependency class. This raises the possibility that DnaK overexpression can be used to facilitate heterologous protein expression and to promote directed enzyme evolution, in a manner similar to GroEL overexpression ([@evw102-B36]). Our findings should be contrasted against the impact of GroEL on the evolutionary rate of its client proteins. Previous reports showed that GroEL obligatory clients (*Class III*~GroEL~) evolve faster than casual GroEL clients (*Class I*~GroEL~) ([@evw102-B3]) ([Table 2](#evw102-T2){ref-type="table"}). Comparing to the correlations presented here, we may conclude that the impact of DnaK-mediated folding on protein evolution exceeds that of GroEL. This observation is supported by our analysis of the combined dependency classes, where a greater dependency on DnaK entails higher evolutionary rates.

Our analysis thus indicates that DnaK-mediated folding represents a significant mechanism of buffering for slightly deleterious mutations. Proteins that interact frequently with DnaK have fewer constraints on their sequence evolution and consequently a larger freedom to probe the sequence space during evolution. Consequently, protein interaction with DnaK has long-term consequences for genome evolution.

Supplementary Material
======================

[Supplementary tables S1 and S2](http://gbe.oxfordjournals.org/lookup/suppl/doi:10.1093/gbe/evw102/-/DC1) are available at *Genome Biology and Evolution* online (<http://www.gbe.oxfordjournals.org>/).
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[^1]: **Associate editor:** Davide Pisani

[^2]: ^a^Using Friedman Mack--Skilling test ([@evw102-B22]).

[^3]: ^b^Order of the DnaK-dependency classes (*I*~DnaK~, *II*~DnaK~, *III*~DnaK~) sorted by the mean of the relevant measure (*α* = 0.05, using Tukey's *post hoc* test).

[^4]: N[ote]{.smallcaps}.---The taxonomic depth samples are mutually exclusive.

[^5]: N[ote]{.smallcaps}.---The ANCOVA test and its underlying assumptions ([@evw102-B41]). The analysis in each taxonomic depth was performed using a single representative genome while maximizing the sample size for the test. The best linear models were obtained when both responses and covariates were transformed logarithmically. Note that the pooled regression hypothesis was rejected in all combinations at the genus depth. This may be due to the small range of rates measured within the *Escherichia* genomes.

[^6]: ^a^Representative genomes: Genus: *E. coli* BW2952; Order: *Klebsiella oxytoca* E718; Class: *Aeromonas hydrophila* ATCC 7966; Phylum: *Burkholderia pseudomallei* K96243.

[^7]: ^b^Representative genomes: Genus: *E. coli* SE15; Order: *Klebsiella pneumoniae* NTUH_K2044; Class: *A. hyrophila* ATCC_7966; Phylum: *B. pseudomallei* K96243.

[^8]: ^c^Representative genomes: Genus: *E. coli* K12_W3110; Order: *Shigella nonnei* 53G; Class: *A. hyrophila* ML09_119; Phylum: *Burkholderia* sp. 383.

[^9]: ^d^*P* value of an *F*-test with the null hypothesis H~0~: the response and covariate variables are linearly correlated.

[^10]: ^e^*P* value of an *F*-test for equality of slopes among the classes.

[^11]: ^f^*P* value of an *F*-test for equality of intercepts among the classes.

[^12]: \**P* value \< 0.05.

[^13]: \*\**P* value \<0.01.

[^14]: ^a^Using Friedman Mack--Skilling test ([@evw102-B22]).

[^15]: ^b^*α* = 0.05, using Tukey's *post hoc* test of mean evolutionary rates of the class within each species.
